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RON ROWTON — CITY OF KALAMUNDA —PROPERTY SALE 
Statement by Member for Darling Range 

MRS A.K. HAYDEN (Darling Range) [12.50 pm]: As shadow Minister for Seniors and Ageing, I draw the 
attention of Legislative Assembly members to the terrible position in which an elderly war veteran finds himself, 
and call on the Minister for Planning to assist in this matter. Mr Ron Rowton is 93 and suffers from dementia. He 
needs to be able to sell his property in High Wycombe and move to a smaller home closer to his family. He is 
unable to do so due to the City of Kalamunda’s residential plan designating his home as public open space. The 
plan means that Mr Rowton can sell his house only to the city, and that can happen only when the 
Western Australian Planning Commission approves this plan. The city is unable to indicate a time frame for the 
acquisition and Mr Rowton has been left in limbo. I am aware that the minister called on the city to act with 
compassion. It is on that note that I am asking the minister to intervene on the grounds of her own comments—
grounds of compassion. As a government minister, she has the ability to raise this issue with the relevant ministers 
to seek a solution. She also has access to the State Solicitor’s Office to assist and to department heads and the 
many who fall under them to find a solution. The government has access to millions of dollars in the metropolitan 
region improvement fund, with which it could purchase this property. The lands minister has access to millions of 
dollars in the lands budget. With the state government being the biggest landowner in this area, the government 
and the minister need to do the right thing. These are extenuating circumstances. It is a situation that requires 
leadership. I am begging the minister to find it in her heart to intervene and purchase Mr Rowton’s humble 
property, to enable him to live the rest of his life in peace and with his family.  
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